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Lenten midweek devotion 4, 2007
Text:  John 18:33-19:1
Theme:   It Is Hidden in the Savior’s Rejection by the World.
Series theme:  Behold the Hidden Glory of the Cross.
Preached:  March 14, 2007 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

Intro.:  Sacramento Regional Transit refuses to put our Easter ad on their busses. The cross may offend someone.
It shouldn’t surprise us. When Jesus’ spiritual kingdom came face to face with Pilate’s earthly kingdom, there was bound to be a clash.

For Pilate truth was relative. (18:38 “What is truth?”)
a. He could not appreciate God’s rights and wrongs. 

b. God’s mercy in Jesus held no value for him.
For Pilate it was a matter of keeping control. (19:1)
a. He was willing to release a rebel in order to keep his power.
b. He was willing to scourge an innocent man.

c. He viewed it as a political necessity.

Though not violently against Jesus, Pilate rejects Him too. 

